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THE CHIEF RABBI’S FIRST PASTORAL LETTER. | I mean to direct all my efforts. I shall not, however, content 


The following is a copy of this interesting document; it is myself with regenerating the inward man only, but I shall most 
accompanied by a form, containing a series of questions, the anxiously strive to effect that the actions correspond to the sen- 
answers to which will constitute a valuable collection of statis- | timents, and the lives to the religious principles of my flock ; 
tical information, concerning the various congregations of the that their conduct be worthy of the proud position which we 
empire; including their numbers, and their religious, educa- | "OW Occupy in society, and, above all, in accordance with the 
tional, and charitable institutions. It is truly a business-like ordinances of that divine Law which the Omniscient has con- 
indication of the desire to consolidate and extend what is good, ferred on us, in order to make us happy here below, and blissful 
and to ameliorate and alter what is otherwise, which is pre- | '" the life hereafter. Now, the only means by which I, on my 
sented by this official requirement of statistical details, asa | Part, can contribute, with the help of God, to the attainment ot 
necessary preliminary to all activity in relation thereto. The the high aim which I purpose compassing for your welfare, is 
ror ignorance of the actual numbers, condition, and re- the raising and dra. of those institutions, which enjoy the 
sources of our congregations which prevails, not only in the | Countenance and support of my Congregations, and which, from 
metropolis, but in most other localities, has always stood in the their nature, are calculated visibly and clearly to demonstrate 
way of safe advancement. what hold religious sentiments have acquired on the minds, and 

In other respects, the Rabbi’s letter is a solemn repetition of | what degree they are entwined with the lives and conduct, of 
the pledges which he has already taken at his installation, and the members composing those Congregations. 
since recited in the pulpit. But his audiences on these occa- Among these institutions, educational establishments claim 
sions have been limited ; especially so, considering the foreign the foremost rank. It must and shall be the object of my most 
language in which he at present preaches. This document how- strenuous endeavours, to see that all children, without distine- 
ever is designed for a more extended range, including even the | “0” of sex, or reference to the pecuniary circumstances of 
distant synagogues under his spiritual direction. At the period their parents, be provided with efficient instruction in the 
at which a copy reaches us, we are able only to say of it, that | Various branches of a general education, but especially in the 
we again rejoice to see how correct an estimate he has formed | ™N, which is the source, and forms the basis of our holy 
of his sacred functions; and we once more implore a blessing on religion ; that for this purpose institutions be maintained, 1m- 
his endeavors to render us worthy of our high vocation, an honor roved, or called into life, from those which are calculated for 
to our social position, and duly prepared for the dread tribunal infants (ty M7D* DYIY ‘BD) up to such as are to extend their 
at which both pastor and: flack Ail one day stand. meer influence to the future, by training proper and efficient 
eachers. 

To the Presidents and W ardens of the Jenish Congregations |. The houses of worship occupy the next rank: they con- 

in the British Emprre. stitute our pyp wip; and it is necessary that quiet and 

Office of the Chief Rabbi, London, August 13th, 5605. | decorum, dignity and solemnity should prevail there during 

Gentlemen,—Several weeks having elapsed since my instal- | divine worship; so that it may awaken the fear of the Lord, 
lation into the highly important office of Chief Rabbi of the | foster feelings of devotion, and promote brotherly union. 

Jews in the British mpire, ] deem it a sacred duty to issue Those institutions which are of a purely religious character, 

this circular for the purpose of acquainting you with my primary and those which are established for the furtherance of charity 

intentions and wishes. The principal object which t have in | and benevolence, for the cherishing of industrious habits and 
_ View is, to inspire my brethren and sisters, who have been con- of useful activity among our co-religionists, have the next 
fi ed to my spiritual charge, with love for our most holy reli- | claim to our attention. hy vides 

gion, such as it has been transmitted to us by our fathers, and In order to improve and invigorate these institutions, the 

taught by our gages; to reanimate, to strengthen and to confirm | co-operation, support, and active interest of every Congrega- 

that love within the breasts of my flock ; and to this noble end | tion will be indispensably necessary, especially on the part of 
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the heads and leaders, since only the continued and persevering 
attention of those who superiatend institutions, can ensure their 
success, A matter of the utmost importance compels me, 
already, to call upon you for such co-operation, You will 
no doubt have perceived, that before I can make my efforts 
available, before I can exert myself to any advantage, a thorough 
acquaintance with existing circumstances and institutions is 
absolutely requisite; without a statistical knowledge of the 
elements and materials before me, every further step would be 
= ae or at least fail in its object. 
therefore beg to forward to you a blank form, containing the 
heads of all the subjects touched upon in this circular, with the 
request that you will take such means, and institute such in- 
quiries, as shall enable you to fill up the columns and furnish 
me with information as exact and accurate as it is possible for 
you to obtain. In my sincere conviction that you have deeply 
at heart the objects which I have in view, I finally request that 
you will be kind enough to return the enclosed form, not later 
than within six weeks from the receipt of this; and with every 
assurance of my high esteem, 
I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, yours very sincerely, 
N. M. ADLER, Pa. D., Chief Rabbi. 
We deeply regret that our annual volumes do not contain 
the statistical information, the absence of which obliges the 
Chief Rabbi to delay his operations. In justice to our humble 
endeavours to supply the desideratum, we may remind our 
readers that one of the earliest efforts of the Anglo-Jewish 
press, under our charge, was to obtain correct statistics; and 
our very first number, about four years since, contained an 
appeal for assistance in that object; followed up by other 
endeavours for the same end. We succeeded in enlisting 
some little assistance, but utterly failed to interest those in the 
matter who alone could supply the needful materials, What 
was not then conceded to private importunities, will, as a 
matter of course, now be rendered at the official requirement 
of the Chief Rabbi; and no doubt with alacrity. We, there- 
_ fore, again congratulate our readers on the very expressive 
testimony of a resolution to be up and doing, which is afforded 
by this first pastoral letter of Dr. Adler. 


Religious Meditations suggested by the Haftorohs. 
No. 24. nay Isaiah xl. 1. to 26. 


Scarcely have the last tones of mournful lamentation for 
Israel's departed glory died away upon the patriot’s lips ;— 
the sufferings of a scattered race, the horrors of a desolated 
country, a forsaken homestead, and a desecrated fane, as 
strongly bodied forth by the inspired poet, still rending the 
Jewish heart ;—when He who tempers justice with mercy, bids 
Israel's monitor to hush the despairing cry, to repress the 
starting tear, and to whisper consolation to the sorrowing heart. 

And oh! how faithfully does the heavenly messenger fulfil 
his task! with what matchless eloquence does he picture Is- 
rael’s future glory! Sweetly, amid the gushing flood of sor- 
rowing tears, shines the bow of divine promise, and the Word 
of God, as the brilliant source of light and heat, illumes the 
darkened soul, dries up the torrent, and diffuses heavenly joy 
and hope, where late were sorrow and despair. 

“ Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your God. Speak courage 
to the heart of Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that the period of her suf- 
ferings is completed, that her iniquities are expiated, for she hath reveived 


of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” 

Such are the tones of consolation with which Heaven charges 
its ministers; and happy are they whose privilege it is so to 
sustain the drooping spirit of Israel. 

If we but cast a searching glance around us, how sadly must 
we feel convinced of the deficiency of faith in Israel; how 
few are there who, relying hopefully on Divine promise, anx- 
iously await that period, rich in spiritual blessing to the whole 
human race, when the scattered elements of Israel’s nationality 
shall again unite never to be separated, and shall form one bro- 
therhood indeed, having one happy country, one holy and immu- 
table law—the mild instrument of government of the One All- 
faithful God. 


How sad are the inroads made upon Israel's hopes by rational- 
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ism, which, breaking in upon the sanctuary of the »; 
extinguishthat spark of the continual light, there ordai 
until the breath of life departs,) and to leave the soula prey to 
desires, or unworthy aspirations, destroying the ennobliy 
ties of one formed im the Divime image, and making 

To what source might we trace this contempt of 
sacred and divine, this disregard of that spirit 
for the preservation of which intact through centuries... 
ancestors have sacrificed all earthly good ; a treasure, of which 
persecution and torture have alike failed to deprive then, Is it 
not because ambitious men, too often, like giddy moths hay 
| aspired to the dazzling brilliancy that surrounds earthly ti 

until, little conscious of its destructive nature, they reach the at. 
tractive object, and unable to extricate themselves are lost? |; 
not because so many are lethargic, and, in the mechanical ob. 
servance of mere ceremonials, lose sight of the spirit of the 
law? Unconscious of the bright future, they plod on life's 
rugged path unimproved, and unimproving, until the vital spark 
quits the mortal frame, and they stand at the tribunal of a just 
God. It is against these that the voice of the preacher should 
be raised; his duties are indeed of a tall character, but 
Heaven has not suffered him to remain ignorant of the manner 
in which they should be fulfilled. It is the “ voice of the 
preacher,” that should say— 

‘Prepare ye in the wilderness the way of the Lord, make straigh: jn 
the desert a high-way for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, ary 
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain,” 

The life of man is that wilderness, throughout which the 
preacher’s voice should echo far and wide ; the life of man is 
that desert, varied with hill and valley, abounding in crooked 
and uneven paths, to which the preacher's unceasing efforts 
must be directed; it is for him to assist man with heavenly 

uidance through this wilderness of sin; it is his vocation w 
@ to the weary wanderer, as the pillar of cloud by day, and the 
pillar of fire by night; by him may the lowly be exalted, and 
the haughty humbled, the crooked straightened and the rugged 
made even; by him must. be indicated the safe path in the 
trackless wilderness that shall lead to Heaven. Then and theu 
only 


“ Shall the glory of the Eternal be revealed, and every creature acknow- 
ledge that God hath spoken.”’ 


This is the glorious end to be accomplished by Israel's mis- 
sion; one of which it is the sacred duty of Israel's guides to 
remind us of continually, and ours to publish to the world. 
Should any one, prompted “to proclaim,” by the small still 
“voice” within, ask—what shall I proclaim? again the 1- 
spired prophet eloquently instructs him :— 

* All flesh is grass, and the goodliness thereof as the flower of the field; 
the grass withereth, the flower fadeth, when the spirit of the Lord biow- 
eth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth : but the word of the Lord shall stand for ever.”’ 

Oh! that the Israelite, in the hey-day of life, would ottener 
reflect upon the transitory character of his existence here, and 
upon the eternity of the word of God ; so that he might learn 
to weigh life’s brief span against that which is immortal within 
him. Are we not indeed as grass? Unconscious of our being, 
despite our will, we quit the parent clay; amid the storms of 
life we are nurtured; now basking in the joyous sunshine, now 
bedewed with nature’s tear-drops, each in turn a blessing: " 
grow, we blossom, we reach maturity; when lo !—the fina 
reaper comes, and we who “ in the morning bloom and grow, 
in the evening are cut down and wither.” 

So frail is the tenure on which we hold our earthly rata 
that we know not whether we may view the morrows ic 
Youth and beauty, health and prosperity, yield alike 0. 4 
relentless scythe of time, in the bloom of life, as n io a 
ness of later years. Heaven’s “ breath” goeth forth an ie 
fade“’ Heaven’s holy word alone, amidst the changing 
decaying work of time, remains unaltered and Det cust 
everlasting memorial of God's mercy and truth. bene hie 
then, an ephemeral creature, whose life is as ‘“‘a fleeting demity, 
a passing shadow,” shall man, the slave of passion and ea | by 
dare to place his weak reason in the balance against the Ig 
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and Eternal source of all; shall he dare to disregard God’s 
holy word? Thus are Israel’s monitors, re-echoing the words 
of the eloquent Isaiah, to address their worldly-minded bre- 
thren; thus to teach them the nothingness of life, the glories 
of eternity ; then may “ the bearer of good tidings to Zion,” 
mount upon a high mountain, then may she “ raise her voice ” 
with strength, raise it without fear, and say unto the cities of 
Judah, “* behold, your God :” then will the imperfect creature 
learn to know and worship the all-perfect Creator, whose om- 
nipotence, the prophet, touched with heavenly fire, inspired 
with an eloquence that is not of earth, confessed his inadequacy 
to express :— 

“ But with whom would ye compare God? what form can represent 
him? For it is He who dwelleth above the earth’s circumference, and its 
inhabitants are as grasshoppers. He stretcheth out the heavens as a 
curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: He bringeth 
drinces to naught, and maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. Yea, 
they shall not be planted : yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock 
shall not take root in the earth: He shall blow upon them and they shall 
wither, the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.’ 

Oh! that the inspired word may convince us of the vanity 
of worldly ambition, of the nullity of earthly power. Oh! may 
we always “‘ lift our eyes on high,” and seeing who created 
these, the host of heaven, love and fear Him, for ‘‘ with Him 
is reward.” H 


The Rabbinical Assembly at Frankfort, for effecting ° 
ennovations in Judaism. 


Our last issue contained a brief statement of the proceedings 
of this body, during several days. The close of its session on 
the 28th ult., calls for a brief review of its policy and tenden- 
cies; and we find the materials supplied by a writer in the 
Orient. ‘What has already appeared, sufficiently shows what 
Judaism has to expect from its labours. A part of the first day’s 
sitting was taken up with reading addresses of thanks from 
various congregations, and receiving deputations. Among 
these was one of the ‘‘ Berlin Reform Association,” which, 
however, is said to have declared out of doors, that should the 
Synod not agree with its (the Reform Association’s) views, the 
latter would independently pursue its own course. The next 
transaction exhibited that which must deeply affect the true 
well-wisher of Judaism; for it evinced the levity and incon- 
sistency with which some of the leaders of the Assembly have 
in their work. LEcclesiastical-counsellor Maier, of 
Viirtemberg, Chairman of the Committee appointed by the 
meeting of last year to draw up a report on the liturgy, pro- 
ceeded to read that document, in which was recommended the 
omission of several prayers; (such for instance as nyy'¥ NYM7D 
you ox “m),) and the substitution of German prayers, altogether 
different in their contents, for the Hebrew 3°y nox. It was 
further declared, that praying in Hebrew is unnecessary ; 
and that the blowing of the »pw, (the cornet at the new year, ) 
in order to make it more harmonious, should be accompanied 
with trumpets and an organ! This, however, as well as the 
D'"» 3 (four species of vegetable products used in the syna- 
gogue at the Tabernacle Festival), Dr. Holdheim, (another 
of the Committee,) desires to exclude altogether from the syna- 

ue, and to confine them to domestic worship. We myst, 
owever, do the Assembly the justice to state, that this report 
excited its universal indignation; and that, thereupon, the 
members of the Committee declared, that the recommendations 

the report were not in accordance with their opinions, but 
were those of Dr. Maier, the Chairman only: for that they had 
strictly confined themselves to answering the six questions pro- 
posed by last year’s assembly ; al] the rest was the private opinion 
of the reporter. In the debate, Dr. Frankel, Chief Rabbi at 
Dresden, urged with very powerful arguments the necessity of 
retaining the Hebrew language in the prayers; but without 
success. Upon this the two conservative Rabbis present, Dr. 
Frankel and Dr, Schott, (Rabbi at Randegg,) withdrew altogether 
from the Assembly; the former justifying this step to the 
assembly in a letter, which, from the cogency of its reasoning, 
is every way worthy a perusal. The levity with which objects 
were subsequently discussed and treated—objects upon which 
the civilized world is wont to look with awe and reverence— 
undeceived and disgusted many who expected good results 
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from the decisions of this Assembly. In the sitting of the 19th 
ult., one of the Rabbis observed,—* It is true the Bible is the 
word of God, but it is not wholly the word of God.” Another 
said that, ‘*‘ Whatever the people did not acknowledge in the 
Bible as the word of God, is not the word of God, and there- 
fore proper to be omitted from the liturgy !” 

We observe that The Occident, No. 27, copies from our No. 
100, the Manifesto of Orthodox German Rabbis, against this 
innovating movement. We always feel a genuine satisfaction 
whenever our Contemporary in the new world, can lay our 
humble columns under contribution for his labours in the sacred 
cause to which we are both devoted; but we cannot in justice 
pass over his declaration, that 

“The Occident was the first, and for some time, the only public voice 
raised against the destruction which was attempted.” 

The references at foot of our translation of the second part 
of the Manifesto, (not then in Mr. Leeser’s hands,) will have re- 
minded him howvery early we had exposed the heterodox charac- 
ter of the Brunswick proceedings; their real danger has been, as 
it appears to us, somewhat exaggerated by our worthy con- 
temporary. In this country, we observe little of sympathy with 
them ; and there is good reason to believe that, even in Germany 
itself, the excitement has not been so great or so general as is 
commonly supposed. 

“Tis distance lends enchantment to the view.” 


There were open to the faithful pastors of Israel two modes 
of procedure, in order to defeat this revolutionary party in Ju- 
daism. ‘The one was to oppose them with their own weapons ;— 

it, the press, and an association for combined efforts. 
The apt has, within a few years, again begun to be employed 
for the instruction and guidance of the people; the press, a 
more powerful instrument, of far wider range, has only just been 
enlisted in Germany, in defence of the orthodox synagogue, 
(e.g. ‘* The Faithful H’atchman of Zion :"’)—association, the 
most powerful of all, has not even yet been resorted to. The 
other mode of procedure in counteraction of the revolutionary 
party, is, if the expression be allowable, not to proceed at all, 
or ‘* passive resistance.””’ This was the actual policy of the 
catilox Rabbis of Germany; and sooth to say, it has suc- 
ceeded :—but at what cost! The re-assembled meeting at 
Frankfort, having been allowed full play, or, according to the 
homely but expressive phrase, *‘ rope enough,” has disgusted 
many of its own partizans, and day by day sacrificed its last 
claim to consistency and to public respect. Its next movement 
is to Berlin, into the arms of the ‘‘ German Jewish Church !”’ 
Of the constituents of these adventurous ‘ Rabbis,” we fear 
that many will relapse into infidelity forthwith; others will 
linger around the associations of their earlier years, and prove 
so active for seduction, that they will at length compel the 
responsible ‘*‘ Watchmen of Zion’’ to act in concert, to assemble, © 
and to form a Conservative Association of Rabbis. It becomes 
us to speak with diffidence on such subjects; but sure are we, 
that had but a small section of the 116 Rabbis who subscribed 
the Manifesto or protest, condescended to assemble, out-rea- 
son, and outvote the 23 Rabbis whose dicta they had at last 
occasion so solemnly to repudiate, there might have been less 
of heresy at this day raging among the peor. That Manifesto 
has no doubt satved' as a standard, round which to rally the faith- 
ful, together with those predisposed to condemn the heterodox 
party; but it may reasonably be doubted, whether its dry de- 
nunciations have convinced one man of his errors, or recovered 
one stray sheep to the fold. The right is with us; the truth is 
ours; and we thank God at last to see a growing disposition on 
the part of our proper leaders, to rouse themselves from their 
lethargy, to buckle on their armour, and to do battle in a holy 
cause in which victory is assured. 


The following is the substance of the Sermon delivered by the 
Chief Itabli, on Sabbath mon (2nd Aug.)* 

Commencing the course of lectures which it is part of his 

duty to deliver, he said that he could find no fitter subject 


 ® We are indebted for this excellent digest to the courtesy of Mr. E. 
Jacobs. We accidentally omitted to acknowledge our obligations, for the 
similar report in our last number, to Mr. J. M. Johnson. 
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with which to begin than the Holy Law itself, It is the Law, 
of which our wise men say, that it existed before creation, be- 
cause, at creation, a definite object must have been in view; 


tion. And yet, how often has this Holy Law, even by our co- 
religionists, been disregarded and contemned ! For one it con- 
tains too many subjects, for another it does not extend far 
enough ; the frivolous finds it too serious, the serious too fri- 
volous; for the self-seeking it is too exacting, for the pietist 
too indulgent. It was a verse in that day’s Haphtorah, 
(one of the three ordered to be read in this time of mourning) 
which suggested these reflections: It runs thus:— 


“For a twofold sin hath my people committed; Me have they for- 
saken, the fountain of living waters; to dig for themselves cisterns, broken 
cisterus, which cannot hold water.’’ Jerem. il. 13. 

The prophet reprimands them for casting aside the Holy 
Law, which is the well-spring of life, and the preserver of 
man’s welfare ; and for being lured away by those things that 
are enticing in external appearance, but the intrinsic worth of 
which is naught. And why does our prophet designate the 
Holy Law as a fresh and living spring? This will be apparent 
from an analysis of the text. 

The Holy Law animates and invigorates the mind of man. 
Every well educated, sensible man cannot fail to ask himself, 
wherefore, for the short duration of life on earth, for so briefa 
space of time, God hath endowed him with so many noble 
faculties, and given him the possibility of attaining so many 
degrees towards perfection ? And if the final object of his own en- 
dowments should appear to man to be the greatest possible 
cultivation and refinement of earthly enjoyments, then the Holy 
Law refutes him, and exhibits the world hereafter as the more 
sublime object, as the more exalted destination, which he is 

_considered worthy to attain. Thus is he encouraged ta aspire 
to, and to strive after, everything that is great iad good, 

The higher and the lower worlds, say our wise men, exist 


together; the higher has been created for the lower, and the 
lower for the higher. 


ods ‘pom 1225) md> says the royal Psalmist: 
** Though my flesh and my heart perish, yet my innermost heart, which is 
of God, is for eternity.’’ Psal. Ixxili. 26. 

Thus did David sing our immortality; declaring that our nobler 
gifts, the image of the Deity within us, will endure eternally. 

If the Holy Law animates the mind, it likewise cheers the 
heart ; and in this too it resembles the living spring, which in- 
spires the weary with a renewal of strength. The pleasure 
which man derives in this life from joyful occasions, is in- 
creased by the feelings which the Holy Law then induces within 
him; the sorrows of adverse circumstances lose their bitter- 
ness, through the consolation and the confidence in God which 
the Law has likewise in store. The joy which we feel in being 
obedient to its commandments, the inward comfort which the 
love of God breathes into us, are both consequent upon our 
veneration for the Divine word, 


shalt love the Eternal thy God, with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy might,’’) is one of those command- 
ments on which the whole of our holy law is based ; and it is 
in such love to God, that the love of children for their parents, 
the love of man for his neighbour, and the love for all mankind; 
a love extending even to the lower orders of living creatures, 
have their origin. 

But it is not the mind of man, nor bis heart only, that our 
Holy Law cares for; but the body also. Our Divine Legis- 
lator does not wish that we maa ourselves holy by absti- 
nence, or self-mortification, as some erroneously suppose, but 
He allows us the enjoyment which our senses offer, the pur- 
pose for which He gave us those instruments. We are to 
purify the enjoyments of sense, we are to make them subser- 
vient to the higher end, conformable to the precepts of our 
Iloly Law. He, therefore, gave us the Holy days,—a wholesome 
rest for the body after the fatigues of the working days; He 
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the health of the hody; 
system; for cleanliness leads to purity, purity to tem 
and that was the provision of a source from which not we alone, — 
but all nations, at all times, have drawn instruction and consola- | 


offshoot and growth of impulse; he will deserve well 


gave us the laws regulating our food,—one object of w 
e prescribed to us cleanlin 
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The Holy Law does indeed resemble the fresh and jj, 
well-spring of water, for it is the same Law unto al] 2 


and temperance to sanctification. 


The 


same Divine word which inspired the royal Isaiah jn all the 


splendour of his mental faculties, is that which camo to th 
humble Michah, the Morashti. The same Law is open to * 
poor as well as to the rich; to the oppressed as Well as the 
mighty. It is the same tor every rank, for every professio 
the same for either sex. Our wise men, it is true, hayo red 
tioned some exemptions as to the study of the Holy Law * 
females; but not to preclude them from it; and although they 
are not required to penetrate into it deeply, as into a scieno, 
it is nevertheless their duty to be conversant with the Hol; 
Scriptures. 

But if the Holy Law is to be all this unto us, how deeply 

may we lament that the latter part of the verse quoted in the 
text, is so applicable to the conduct of our ancestors, an 
to our own times also! Instead of resorting to the Holy Law 
the appointed source, the inexhaustible spring, “ cisterns are 
dug which cannot hold water!’ Other sciences are held jy 
greater esteem than that which is the perfection of science. 
other pursuits are followed with greater eagerness than is the 
way of the Law, which profiteth for time and eternity. Among 
all classes of society, and with regard to both sexes, we make 
the same sad experience; in private life, as well as with those 
whose duty it is to set a good example, as leaders of the people. 
May we not indeed say with the prophet ? 
The ministers (priests) have not said where is the Lord? They that 
handle the Law have not known me; and-the pastors have transgressed 
against me. Jerem. ii. 8. 

‘* Let us (said the preacher) look tothe Holy Law, and to reform, 
in the sense therein prescribed. Let us exert ourselves, every 
individual for himself, to live according to its precepts, and let 
us take it for our guidance in all things. Let us likewise erect 
institutions for the national improvement; let us found semina- 
ries for the teachers of whom we stand so much in need; let us 
establish schools for the better education of the rising genera- 
tion; let us imprint on their minds the laws of our religion, 
and let us make it respected and beloved by all.” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. | 


Jews’ Free School, (Bell Lane).—The annual public exami- 
nation is fixed for Sunday next, at 12 o'clock, The Rev. The — 
Chief Rabbi has signified his intention to be present; and most 


of the distinguished patrons of the establishment will be there 
to meet him. 


Fenchurch Street Sy —We have received an inti- 
mation, that the Rev. Herrmann Hdlzel, of Hanover, was duly 


electeds;wen jin (Principal Reader) of this Congregation, on 
Sunday last. 


The Minor Jewish Charities have, as we hear, presented an 
addsess to The Rev. The Chief Rabbi, congratulating him 01 
his accession to office, and inviting his examination and 2 
intendence. It is an interesting fact, that several of our Dest 
charities owe their origin to the benevolent impulses oc 
upon the working classes of our nation. Theirs 1s indee 
charity! for they give of their own need to the . necessities 
of their neighbours. This is a trait highly honorable to the 
mass of our people; and vouches for the warm play of those 
feelings which, rightly operated upon, render men capable 0 
the highest degree of moral refinement and social advancement. 
‘Lhe Chief Rabbi answered the memorialists in the kindest terms, 
passed a well merited compliment on their devotion to ° 
works, and promised to take a continual interest in their proces’” 
ings. He also said, that he would endeavour to “ amalgamate 
such institutions ;—a significant remark, which will rejoice ia 
true advocate of their efficient administration and increas 


usefulness. Our charities are, and have been, too _ a 


| 
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r, and of posterity, who shall resolve the fitful elements 
into a mutually dependent and reciprocally sustaining system. 


Address of the Chatham Congregation to the Chief Rabbi. 


7 Chatham, August 2nd, 5605. 

To the Reverend Dr. Nathan Marcus Adler, Chief Rabbi of 
the United Congregations of Jews of the British Empire. 
Reverend and Honored Sir, 


We, the congregation of Chatham, respectfully beg leave to 
offer you our sincere congratulations on the commencement of 

our sacred duties as Chief Rabbi. 

We have many reasons, Reverend Sir, for rejoicing at your 
arrival amongst us; not the least important of which is, that 
you have entered upon the duties of your high office at a time 
the most auspicious to the Jewish community of these realms; 
at a time, when the few remaining disabilities under which we 
labour are passing rapidly away; when intolerance and perse- 
cution are gIving place to a more enlightened policy, and when 
we may look forward to the pleasing prospect of occupying that 

sition in the social scale, to which the children of Serhsl are 
so eminently entitled. 

Aided by your precepts, influenced by your example, and 
encouraged by your high reputation for learning and piety, we 
cheerfully place ourselves under your guidance, with the pleas- 
ing anticipation that our spiritual welfare will be promoted, by 
the efficient manner in which you will exercise the sacred func- 
tions of your high and important office. 

We once more felicitate ourselves upon your arrival amongst 
us; and we pray that you may enjoy health and long life in the 
bosom of your family, to administer your duties with energy 
and success, 


The Reply. 
London, 17, South Street, Finsbury, August 4th, 5605. 
Gentlemen, 

I have been put in possession of your kind address, by your 
deputy, the Rev. Mr. Phillips, and beg herewith to express both 
my high gratification at, and my sincere gratitude for, the very 
flattering terms in which it has pleased you to welcome me. I 
certainly cannot but congratulate myself on the favorable aus- 
pices under which I have entered upon the discharge of my 
sacred duties in this country; the concession which an enlight- 
ened legislature has recently made, will, I trust, be the means 
of raising my flock in the social scale, and pave the way to 
other desirable improvements. But however much I appre- 
ciate this circumstance, my principal object necessarily is, and 
always will be, the promotion of the spiritual welfare of the flock 
confided to my charge; and I therefore thank the Almighty 
that he has blessed me with congregations who are one and all 
so readily disposed to listen to my spiritual counsel, and to 
entrust themselves so cheerfully to my pastoral guidance. 

Pray accept my best thanks and most heartfelt wishes, in 
return for those which you entertain towards me, and believe me, 

| Yours very faithfully, é 
(Signed) Dr. ADLER, Chief Rabbi. 
To the Wardens of the 
Chatham Congregation. 


Magisterial Support of the Synagogue Awards. 
(From a Correspondent. ) 

A case was decided on Friday last, at the Mansion House, 
before the Lord Mayor and Sir John Pirie, of some interest, so 
far as it tended to uphold the authority of the officers of the 
Sygnagogue, and to confirm their decisions in matters brought 

ore their Board for settlement. 

A charge was some time back preferred against a person who 
denied the same, and the parties agreed to refer it to the members 
of the Great Synagogue Committee, and to abide by their decision. 
The matter was accordingly investigated at great length, and 
the members of the Board, unanimous in their opinion that 
there was truth in the charge brought against the defendant, 
awarded a sum of money to be paid to the plaintiff, by way 
of compensation. Finding the decision to be against him, the 
defendant attempted to set the Board at defiance, and refused 
to pay the money: the case was thus brought before the Lord 
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Mayor. The defendant was attended by counsel, who contended 
that his client was not bound by the decision of the officers of 
the Synagogue, they not being a legally constituted court. Mr. 
Oppenheim, the Secretary of the Great Synagogue, dissented 
from this; and urged the magistrates to support the authority 
of the Board, who, by their periodical investigation of matters 
brought before them, prevented a great deal of litigation and 
trouble to the magistrates; and he showed that in the case in 
question, the defendant had signed a document, agreeing to abide 
by their award. The Lord Mayor and his brother magistrate, 
after a short consultation, stated that they fully concurred in the 
view taken by Mr. Oppenheim; and ordered the defendant to 
pay the amount awarded by the Board immediately, and a fur- 
ther sum weekly, in conformity with the same decision; thus 
fully protecting the authority of the Synagogue officers. 


Presentation of Plate to David Salomons, Esq. 


‘“A deputation of gentlemen, consisting of Messrs. S. S. 
Hall, James Thompson, J. Wales, B. Standring, S. Saul, J. 
Kilby, Joseph Isaacs, and others, waited upon Mr. David 
Salomons, on Friday, for the purpose of presenting to him a 
piece of plate, as a testimony of their esteem for his character, 
and for his conduct during the recent contest for the aldermanic 
gown of Portsoken ward. 

‘* The plate had been for some time finished, but its presenta- 
tion was delayed until the Jewish Disabilities Bill had received 
the Royal assent, the committee being anxious to combine the 
proceedings of the late election with the triumphant issue of 
their exertions by the passing of the Bill, to relieve their Jewish 
fellow-subjects trom the doubt, which hung over their right 
to be admitted to municipal offices, It consists of a triple- 
sided pedestal, or plinth, with bright panels, ‘supported on 
three massive scrojl feet. From the angles of the above are 
placed three most beautifully moulded female figures. These 
figures are in dead silver, bearing a flower basket of most ex- 
quisite wormanship in filigree, edged with a vine foliage. 
Upon one of the panels are engraved the arms of the City ot 
London, upon another the arms of Mr. Salomons, and upon the 
third is the following :— 


“ Presented to David Salomons, Esq., by the independent electors 
of the Ward of Portsoken, in the City of London, as a slight 
testimony of the esteem and regard they entertain for his manly 
determination and perseverance during the recent contest for the 
ward; also, for his unceasing and successful effort, to extend 
the cause of civil and religious liberty ; for his unwearied attention 
to the public duties which he has been called upon to fulfil, and 
for his munificent support of the charities of this great city.” 


The foregoing is in most of the Morning papers of Monday 
last. The same account gives a report of two speeches de- 
livered by Mr. Hall, chairman of the Committee, and Mr. 
Thompson the Treasurer. The following is extracted from the 
former speech, 


“The gallant bearing evinced by you on the occasion of your 
presenting yourself to claim your undoubted right of admission to 
the Court of Aldermen, will never be effaced from the recollection 
of any person present on that occasion. The admirable manner in 
which you 80 ably advocated your legal right, was in strong con- 
trast with the shuffling and pitiful evasions with which your posi- 
tion was on that occasion sought to be overthrown, and the perfect 
knowledge of the law and practice in your case (with the aid of 
your very able and efficient legal advisers) which rr displayed, 
were the subjects of the praise and admiration of all who heard 
you, even by those who were averse to your admission into that 
Court. Your steady perseverance in the cause which you had 
adopted has been, in fact, the chief cause of the very important 
measure which has just passed the three estates of these realms, 
by which the disabilities under which the Hebrew nation have so 
long laboured have been in part removed.” 


Mr. Thompson, with reference to the exercise by the Board 
of Aldermen, of the power to exclude Mr, Salomons, said :— 


“The voice of every man of liberal feeling and enlightened mind 
scouted the exercise of a right which, pM apaniguty could only be 
supported by bigotry and intolerance. We are told that the cause 
of rejection was simply your refusal to take the formal oath. Sir, 
we honour you for that refusal. Consistently with your religious 
views you could not have made the declaration in the precise terms 
required, although in substance we know your readiness to have 
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done so, and we should have been greatly disappointed in the esti- 
mate we formed of your character, if we had seen the least incli- 
nation to trifle with the religion in which you have been nurtured. 
Your conduct on that occasion was manly and consistent, and such 
as to entitle you to the admiration of every man of enlightened 
mind and true religious principles. The vigorous efforts made by 
ou on that and other occasions in support of civil and religious 
iberty have aroused the feelings, the sympathies, and the energies 
of others, until at length the government of this country have in 
part done justice to that ancient and religious body of which you 
are a member and so great an ornament. Henceforth no degrading 
inquiries will be made as to the religious opinions of those whose 
honest ambition may lead them to become candidates for municipal 
offices ; the moral excellence and ability of the man will in future 
be the only test—the only passport to honour and distinction, and 
it is disgraceful that in this or any other enlightened country the 
fact should be otherwise. Sir, we are deeply interested in this 
change, and greatly indebted to you for your powerful exertions, 
through which it has in a great measure been produced. The 
Court of Aldermen have deprived you of the honour conferred by 
a large majority of our Ward; but they cannot rob you of our good 
wishes, or of that respect to which you are so justly entitled.” 


Mr. Salomons in his reply observed: that 


“In reviewing the contest, in examining the law just passed ; 
in reading the speeches made on its passage through both houses 
of parliament; in referring to the numerous communications he 
had received on the subject, he could not but see that the cause 
of civil and religious liberty had made rapid strides. The question 
he had raised affected not himself only, but all. It demonstrated 
that all were eligible to fill offices, who, by their good conduct had 
gained the esteem of others, and that irrespective of their peculiar 
creeds. Henceforth the public would look at actions not pro- 
fessions—at the good a man accomplished and was capable of 
accomplishing, and not at the grounds or nature of his belief.” 


Mr. Salomons subsequently entertained the deputation at 
dinner; Mr. Wire occupying the seat of croupier. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific Institution.—The 
members of this Institution met by adjournment on Wednesday 
eveving last. It will be remembered, that there has been for 
some time a question at issue between the Managing Committee, 
and some of the most active of the members, as to whether the 
laws framed by the former require a confirmation by their con- 
stituents. The constitutional view of the case was fully and 
freely stated in our No. 99; and we rejoice to report that the 
last meeting has decided in favor of the popular claim, although 
only by the casting vote of the President, H. De Castro, Esq., 
who has done himself much honor by his liberal and consistent 
bearing on this, as all other occasions of a similar character. 
The meeting consequently stands adjourned for a month, in 


order to give opportunities of notice of intended alterations in 
the laws. 


Leipsic Fair.—The unfitness of the locality at present used 
in Leipsic for a synagogue, has, at the instigation of many 
strangers whom the annual fairs assemble there, induced the 
elders to open a much more convenient building for Divine 
service. A choir is to be established, and German sermons 


delivered. The whole is placed under the superintendence of 
Chief Rabbi Frankel, of Dresden. 


Inviolability of Oaths.—Rabbi Fassel, of Prossnitz, dis- 
cusses, in a series of numbers of the Orient, the nature of 
oaths as laid down in the Yoreh Deah, and proves from that 
codex, how inviolable is their character. 


MisceLLangA.—The 6th part of the Journal de Mathema- 
ei for 1841, (transferred into the columns of the Orient, 

o. 31,) contains an interesting notice of a Hebrew manuscript | 
by Aben Ezra, treating of Arithmetic, and existing in the Royal 
Library of Paris The Faithful Watchman of Zion,” 
a recently established o of the orthodox Jewish party in 
Germany, announces that a French Jew, equall Sjstinewisbed by 
his piety and wealth, is publishing weekly, at his own expense, 
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a on of its columns in the French language.———The 


same paper gives the following statistical notices 0 
of Jews in Europe. There are in Italy 50,000 
Belgium 80,000 ; in England 30,000 ; in Denmark and Swed 

5000; in Russia 60,000; in Poland 1,500,000; in Hn en 
160,000; in European Turkey 300,000; and in other gary 
out of Europe about one million. Parts 


f the nu 
; in Holland 


An Example for Heiresses, (From the Archives 
—The foundation of the Jewish public schools in Bordeayy ; 
the work of a woman. A young and rich heiress, possesain, 
a superior and highly cultivated mind, to whom the world 
offered its flattering incense, has devoted herself by choice to 
a mission which requires a continual course of self-sacrifice 
She herself supplies the deficiency of teachers in her rising 
school, opened for poor boys, and administers to their barre, 
minds the first elements of culture. Her principal object js 
to initiate the eternal truths of religion into those souls whose 
ignorance shut them out from a view of its glory. To the 
different classes in succession she addresses her exhortations 
encouraging and stimulating their zeal; her lofty demeanor 
her countenance beaming with benevolence, everything concurs 
to give her that winning influence and authority so needful jy 
the work she has undertaken, of founding free schools; and ql] 
that is required of her co-religionists, and the friends of the 
Jewish people, is to carry forward the work by their prompt 
and earnest support. 


Israélites ) 


Jamaiea, 8th July.—‘* The Jews’ and General Literary and 
Scientific Society” progresses favorably ; many of the leading 
Christians have joined it. The next course of lectures is to be 
given by the President of “* The Jamaica Society,”’ Dr. Mc Feyden, 

The Rev. Mr. Carillon has left Spanish Town, and made an 
engagement with the Jews of Montego Bay, to be their minister. 
On Sunday, 6th inst., he delivered his farewell sermon at the 
former place ; it occupied two hours, and is favorably spoken 
of by the local papers. ‘The text bore reference to the offering 
up of Isaac, and was illustrative of implicit faith in God. ‘ The 
learned gentleman, (says the Jamaica Times,) took the oppor- 
tunity afforded by this narrative, to illustrate the fallibility of 
human reason, and the nothingness of so called philosophy, in 
comparison with —_— faith and perfect obedience, to which 
he earnestly exhorted his brethren ; especially counselling them 
not to neglect the service of their synagogue, and enforcing that 
exhortation by a very appropriate parable. Above all, he en- 
joined them to the observance of the Sabbath ; and entreated 
them not to allow worldly gain, or the acceptance of office 
among the Gentiles, to interfere with the Divine command upon 
this subject.” 

A Jewish contemporary, in publishing an abstract of the 
proceedings at the election of Mr. Carillon to the ministry 
which he has just left, gives the copy of a resolution passed 
by the officers of that congregation, withholding the power 
from the minister to introduce changes into the established 
order of service ;—Mr. C. having accepted the restriction, 
was thereupon elected. It is to be hoped that there exists 
no really well-grounded danger of innovation by the rev. gen- 
tleman. Judging from the tone of our esteeme correspondent 
at Montego Bay, we entertain the apprehension, that even the 
attempt to innovate in essentials, would be destructive of the 
asee of the community ; and we have too high an opinion of 

. C., to think he would hazard that lightly. 


Clergy and Laity.—A Correspondent of the 4. Z. d.J., 
No. 29, institutes an interesting enquiry as to whether ie 
daism knows any difference between Clergy and Laity, 7 
arrives at the conclusion that this distinction is perfectly 
established in the Bible, and maintained also by Rabbinism. 
During the period of the wanderings of Israel in the wikdernen, 
it was only Korah and his rebellious adherents, who or 
this distinction, pleading, “ All the congregation are 50 
every one of them, and the Lord is among them; 
then lift ye up yourselves above the c tion of the i 
Nor did the Priests, upon the whole, abuse their trust; my shale 
prophets of the Lord, who did not even spare Kings! 
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vices called for reproof, would certainly not have respected the 
werless Priests, had their iniquity especially called for the 
hivine displeasure. On the other han » we find an express 
mention of how the intrusion of a‘layman, (although a King,) 
ypon the duties of the priesthood was severely punished; (2 
Chr. xxvi. 18.) True, the functions of the Priest, as ine 
connected with the sacrifices, ceased with the destruction of 
the temple ; and Rabbinical Judaism seems for a time to have 
neglected the biblical distinction between Clergy and Laity, 
(Chulin 116 a. ; Sabbath 130; Pesachim 55.) But soon was the 
institution of the A3°DD (ordination) introduced, (Sanhed 14; 
Maim. Hil. San. 4,) and in the age of R. Jehuda Hanasi, (the 
Prince,) the permission to decide practical religious questions, 
was granted exclusively to authorised scholars. This regula- 
tion was adopted by all Israel, and there have been few con- 
gregations which received for spiritual guides individuals not 
provided with a mann (license of deciding ritual questions.) 

If, in modern times, we find a disposition to etface that dis- 
tinction, it can only be ascribed to the abuse which the Clergy 
of other religions have sometimes made of their power. But 
as uo such charge can be preferred against the Jewish religious 
leaders, these anti-scriptural and anti-rabbinical endeavours to 
confound in one mass what supreme wisdom has thought fit to 
keep separate, to confer on the Laity the powers entrusted to 
the Clergy, cannot be advocated on the ground of expediency. 
But, though we find a scrupulous maintenance of the priestly 
prerogatives, yet do we not find that the people were treated 
as minors; and that implicit obedience was required to the 
behests of their leaders. The people might discuss, might 
argue, though not rebel. Instances of such discussions are 
not rare, and will occur to every Bible reader. (Lev. x. 19.; 
Num. xiv. 7.; Ibid xxvii. 5.) 


Mons. Adolph Crémieux.—French papers give the following 
outlines of this gentleman’s life. He was born at Nismes, on 
the 30th April, 1796. In the very indifferent school at which 
he was placed, and in which he studied successfully both French 
and Hebrew, he distinguished himself by his extraordinary 
memory and quickness of apprehension. His fluency of lan- 
guage obtained for him amongst his little companions, the 
title of “The Advocate.” He received his education in the 
Imperial Lyceum, and was admitted to the bar in 1815. He 
immediately gained the approbation of his colleagues, and was 
soon considered one of the most energetic defenders of the op- 
pressed. In his 20th year, he obtained great triumphs in the 
causes of Defos, Ravand, Dolbiac, &c. Some time after the 
July revolution, Crémieux appeared in the prosecution of the 
ministers of Charles X., in defence of Guernon de Ranville. 
He has successively defended some of the most influential 
newspapers against charges of libel; and pleaded for Marrast 
against Marshal Soult and Casimir Perier ; for Raspail Rivail 
and Jeunne; and he has never shrunk from his noble mission. 
The “ Gazette de France,” (a Royalist paper,) then goes on to 
relate several features of his private life ; how he paid the debts 
of his deceased father, and how he steadfastly declined to 
undertake the defence of the traitor Deutz. It then glances at 
his mission to Alexandria, and at the schools there founded by 
him; but it makes no mention of his exertions in behalf of the 
J ews, put forth both as advocate, and as President of the Central 
consistory, 


EMANCIPATION, AND THE BURTON STREET 
| SYNAGOGUE. 


Our American contemporary, The Occident, in the leading 
article of No, 29, entitled ‘‘ Jewish Emancipation ;” and in an- 
other upon “‘ The Burton Street Synagogue, makes some re- 
flections upon the state of parties among the English Jews, and 
is very severe upon the presumed animus of Sir 1. L. Goldsmid, 
and those for sath he and others acted as a wes fovea to the 
minister, on the subject of the Municipal-disabilities-removal 
bill. The issues of the Voice of Jacob, (having reference to 
this bill) in the hands of Mr. Leeser at the time of his penning 
these observations, (vide especially No. 98,) had treated that 

eputation as mot formally representing the Burton Street con- 
gregation ; our rev. contemporary, however, reasoning from 
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| excedingly derogatory to all concerned, we must decline to 
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his own sources of information, (or probably, of observation, ) 
deals with a printed statement,—that one of the arguments em- 
ployed by that deputation, was “ improvement” of the worship 
of the synagogue—as quasi-official. After an indignant remon- 
stralice against so provoking the attention of the government 
to the internal affairs of the synagogue, he says :— 


“If now the Jews of England cannot obtain their just rights 
except by approaching in the least a standard more agreeable to 
their Christian neighbours than ancient Judaism promises to be, 
we hope that they will have independence enough to refuse such 
a boon, so grudgingly given, and bestowed from such unworthy 
motives. An emancipation obtained by such degrading conces- 
sions, would be the worst of slavery; for the mind would in this 
manner have to debase itself in order to obtain a share of puli- 
tical freedom; and where the mind is enslaved, external freedom 
is a worthless bauble; and men thus emancipated will, by losing 


| their self-respect, prove practically at the first call of temptation 


that they were unworthy of the liberty conferred on them. No, 
give us freedom as ancient Jews, or leave us mere protection ; 
and we state fearlessly and openly, that whatever errors may be 
oe to old-fashioned Jews, say even that they were bigoted 
and looked with distrust and dislike upon Christians, it will be 
found upon investigation that all these faults are clearly traceable 
to the snmeiiionied oppressions they had to suffer everywhere ; 
and that wherever the burdens have been lightened, the feelings of 
Israelites have undergone a happy change; and that were univer- 
sal toleration once established fur two or three generations, all ves- 
tiges of prejudice on our part would be banished. In this manner 
ought the deputation of British Jews to have spoken, and in this 
wise only could they represent the wishes not alone of their coun- 
trymen, but of Israelites all over the world, no matter where living, 
whether in tyrannical Russia or in free America.” 

We are surprised to learn that the Jews do not yet enjoy 
civil and political equality in all the States of the Union. In 
Massachusetts, and probably also in New Hampshire, Jews 
and Roman Catholics are ineligible to certain offices. In North 
Carolina, Jews are ineligible to all offices. 

The article of our contemporary, entitled ‘‘ The Burton St, 
Synagogue,” very judiciously declines to promulgate in that 
hemisphere, the controversy between Messrs. Elkin and Gue- 
dalla. He doubts the warrant of Mr. E. to publish without 
permissioa a certain letter, addressed to himself, (Mr. Leeser) 
and left to his discretion to be published or not; but he freely 
allows, what is no doubt the fact, that Mr. Elkin, anxious to 
justify the proceedings of his associates, must have overlooked 
the probable claim of Mr. L. to be again consulted. Our 
American contemporary employs the opportunity to give his 
readers the opinions which he has formed of the history and 
progress of the Burton Street secession. They will be read 
with iterest. 


Sephardim Congregation. 


Sir,—The intended appointment of a Hazan for the Spanish 
and Portuguese Congregation, of which I am a member, hav- 
ing occasioned a premature and improper issue of circulars, 
by candidates and others,—and knowing how highly important 
it is that the election about to take place, should be divested 
of party feeling, and influenced by merit alone,—I beg leave to 
state through the medium of your paper, that, as an elector, it 
would be most unjustifiable in me to make any promise in the 
matter under consideration; and more particularly so, before 
all the candidates have undergone probation, and their com- 
petency to fill so high a post is fully ascertained. 

Your insertion of the foregoing, will oblige, 

Sir, Your obedient Servant, 


llth Aug., 1845. J. M. B. 


To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 


[ We feel deeply grieved, as must every other friend of this ancient and res- 
spectable congregation, at the very indecorous manner in which party mis- 
sives have been introduced into an election of such a character. Having 
admitted one letter, attested by the initials of B, H. L., a gentleman of high 
standing in the community, because it had no apparent party tendency, we 
consented to receive the rejoinder of D. A. de S., 3 ually well known) on 
the allegation that prejudice would else be sustaine by the majority of the 
candidates. Now, however, that a personal controversy has sprung up, 
yd our columns 


for such a purpose. Even as advertisements, we shall expect the authors 


of party letters to afford us the means of exhibiting their signatures to 
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enquirers, if demanded. For the body of our paper, we must give a 


purpose. 
- The foregoing letter is the only one of those before us, 


ject, which we can venture to pass.— Ep.} 


Religious Freedom.—Mary de Medicis sent to Italy for a 
celebrated physician named Montalto. He was of the Jewish 
religion, and expressed his willingness to come to the I'rench 
court, but only on condition that he might be enabled there to 
exercise freely the requirements of his faith. As soon as he 
arrived in Paris, Henry IV. sent for him, and thus addressed 
him; ‘* Freedom of conscience is a holy thing, God forbid that 
I should violate it; exercise then uninterruptedly, you and 
your family, the worship of your fathers; your conscientious- 
ness in religion, is to me a pledge for your conscientiousness as 
a physician.”’ The king aiid still more; he loaded Montalto 
with proofs of his favor, and his respect for conscientiousness 
in religious matters went so far, that he allowed him a relay of 
horses, when he had to visit a distant invalid on Friday, in 
order that by arriving in Paris before sunset, he might not 
encroach upon the sanctity of the Sabbath rest. 


upon the sub- 


The Intolerance of Liberalism, in Religious concerns, is too 
universal to appear paradoxical. The ultra-pietists are often 
sufficiently censorious towards those who are less rigid ; but 
there may still exist some spark of charity for an erring brother. 
With the soi-disant “ enlightened,” however, freedom of thought 
and speech signifies the right to assail what they call ‘* bigotry,” 
‘* narrow-mindedness,” &c. The turning against themselves 
of similar weapons, whether it be the trenchant blade of argu- 
ment, or the keener edge of satire, is deemed worthy, not 
merely of ribaldry and calumny, but even of persecution ;—for 
that sort of philosophy has no heart. 


ON “THE RABBINER-VERSAMMLUNG.” 
From The Orient. 
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THE VOICE OF JACOB. 
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preference to articles of more general interest, and less objectionable | 


s.— The rabbies also have an expression answerip 
‘type,’ ‘t97,’ by which they denote the nature of som 
observance; but their idea in using this word is ent 
from that which Christians attach to it, when they say th 
laws of Moses were only a type. When the rabbies Sa ~ the 
religious rite is a type, they mean that such rite has a real rel ~ 
value, because it reminds the observer of another religious 
and is, therefore, obligatory for ever; but the idea w ich cn 
tians now-a-days have in saying, that the law of Moses haa ‘ae 
a type of Jesus before his a and, consequently, were no m ~* 
obligatory after his coming,—this idea, I say, is not only void of 
truth, but is entirely senseless. For, of what use could have as 
such a type, which was only obligatory while ‘the good thing? 
typified by it was yet a mystery to the whole world, and had been 
abrogated as soon as the g mysterious thing became known) 
Besides, I would like to know, if all the sacrifices of male animes 
were nothing but a type of Jesus, what a type was the red cow) 
Would Protestants like it, if one were to say (as it is certainh 
obvious) that ‘the red cow without spot, wherein is no blemish 
and upon which never came a yoke,’ was a type of the most holy 
Virgin Mary ?” (Controversy of Zion.) 


the word 
relj lous 
differen: 


Humanity of the Jews.—“ 1 cannot believe that there was ever 4 
true Jew who had ever taken the life of an animal, without necessity 
as out of wantonness and sport. That such a religion which thus 
ennobles the mind of its votaries to be merciful even to the brut, 
creation, should nevertheless be accused by its opponents of contain. 
ing some antisocial principles, is an enigma which can never be 
solved, until the rust and rubbish of ages is swept away from Judaism 
as well as from Christianity, and then Jews and Christians, wil] | 
am sure, have so very little objections to each other, that the re. 
mainder of their dispute will easily be decided amongst themselves 
by a mutual concession. In the meantime, I beg to suggest to the 
honourable Society for Preventing Cruelty to Animals, the pro- 
text of gaan | his Majesty the Emperor of Russia to desist 
rom cruelty towards their natural members the Jews. However, 
the oppressed Russian Jews are less enlightened than their co- 
religionists in other countries, yet even there they are by the senti- 
ments produced from their religion, so far superior to the Russian 
nobility and petty tyrants, that there can be no comparison between 
them. If, moreover, the virtuous paver, gp of this noble Society 

rompts it to prevent the cruelty of men to animals, it is surely by 
ar more its sacred duty to prevent the cruelty of brutes to good 
men.” (Controversy of Zion.) 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. T. S. Gibbs expresses a high opinion of the paper on “ The Age of 
the World,” in our No. 103. We can refer him to its author, if desired, as 
to his (Mr. G.’s) difficulty with Gen. xi. 26. and 27.:—we do not tind 1 
stated intelligibly. 

Quizinus is respectfully declined. The claims upon our limited space 
are so numerous, that we must give preference to papers, which in our 
judgment are more practically useful. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Subscription of Samuel Rudolf, Esq., of 
Graham’s Town, paid by H. Hart, Esq., Knightsbridge Terrace, Is ac- 
knowledged under this head, as requested. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Sabb. 16th Aug. 13th of Ab Portion for the Week MMR) Sabb. 107 


Mon. 18 “ 15 os Minor Festival of 383 Wwy7nwon 

Frid. 22 “ 19 “ . Sabbath commences at } past 6 

Sabb. 23 “ 20 Portion for the Week 
Did 


E CUP OF SALVATION.—This day is published, 
the Prospectus of a Monthly Jewish Orthodox Magazine, under vz en st 
title, which will shortly follow, edited by the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, and Moses full the 
of Liverpool. This Prospectus, ina Pamphlet of 18 pages, explaining 8 ere 
views and principles of the Editors, being an appeal to the Jewish nation, ¥ 
gratuitously dispersed. Any person applying at Mr. L. Isaacs, Leman 
Goodman’s Fields, will get one. 


ANTED FOR THE HEBREW CONGREGATION, 
u a un u oO 

Street, Portsea, on or before the 1st September next. 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the Parish of 4 


hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and Me seem wv 
BensaMin STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Fat 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 

Fripar, Auveust 15, 1845. 
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